Proudly serving the Cedar Valley and Northeast lowa

« Commercial
PRSRT STD

* Residential U.S. POSTAGE

FREE ESTIMATES « Specializing in Metal PAID

Oelwein, 1A 50662

MR 563.929.1567 & Asphat Roofing
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CEDAR VALLEY'S #1 PROVIDER OF PRINT ADVERTISING

TAX TIME SAVINGS™!

— .

Experienced Quality Services

7pc Dining Room set

$850

Black Leather lee Sofa Loveseat
; . $449

Chair

$399

Ottoman
$199

Matching
Recliner $299

Area Rugs

Console ~ Allure Grey

O Reclining Sofa &
Loveseat Loveseat

$599 SPECIAL

BUY

$799

Grey Reclining Sofa $ 5 9 9

Farmhouse Pier Wall Grey Twin

askusabo¥t —  ¢50q T

ree . Bunkbed
‘“terest-F (;66 gg Stand Mattresses not |
included

o 1
F““a“C‘“g". OR

66” Electric
Fireplace $999

5149

Adjustable
bases

FROM
$499

Blaze Plush Top Queen Mattress

FRRPY SI EEP!
" 'HEEPY [ IFE!

Chiro 3 Queen | copper

Mattress | presidential
Queen
Mattress

$999

_[RESTONIC.

il |

« NATURAL COPPER BENEFITS: Helps ~ ~ MEDIUM FEEL FOAM BLEND: Balances Spllt Head Queen

manage temperature and supports a give and pushback for comfort in all .

healthier sleep environment. sleep positions. Ad_]uStable Base & Memory s 79 9
- PRESSURE RELIEVING FOAMS: Cradle - CRAFTED IN THE USA: Proudly made

the body and reduce stress on joints for  using quality materials and domestic Foam Mattress

uninterrupted rest. craftsmanship for lasting performance.

= ZONED SUPPORT SYSTEM: Distributes
weight evenly to relieve key stress areas

FREE LOCAL IN-HOME
DELIVERY WITH PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE
LIKE USON [Ki

3754 Airline Hwy. Waterloo | 319.234.5575

(West of Airport) HOURS: Mon & Thurs 9:30-8:00 e Tues, Wed, Fri 9:30-5:30 e Sat 9:30-5:00 e Sun Noon - 4

www.mcgowansfurniture.com
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CONTACT ME TODAY

Affordable
Medicare
solutions

Chad Ahlberg
{ Ahlberg Insurance Agency
(319)269-2245
cahlberg71@gmail.com

Medicare Advantage plans are provided by Wellmark
Advantage Health Plan, Inc. Medicare supplement plans
are provided by Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
lowa and Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of South
Dakota. This is a solicil of i
can only be
Dakota residents,
insurance plans are not connected with or endorsed by
the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program.
Wellmark Advantage Health Plan, Inc., Wellmark Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of lowa, and Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of South Dakota are independent licensees of the
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

W-2022537 08/23 Y0156_WMPrntAdIASD_C FVNR 1023

for you

An authorized independent agent for

] by lowa and South

Wellmark. I

d € VL PAETERYOURVYV & P A !

I/a/mfmex’ﬁ_aj’&nﬂex

@l BRINGALL YOUR
CANS & BOTTLES TO
US FOR REDEMPTION

Metro Area :
Redemptmn

9301 University Ave., Cedar Falls ¢ 277-4518

Brookside
Pet Clinic

RUALITY TOURS YOU CAN AFFORD

www.djcountrytours.com
641-990-1925
VISIT WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL TOURS!
APRIL2 Day Tour - Taste of lowa
APRIL 26 - MAY1 Dogwood Blossoms in Branson
MAY12-15 Lakes, Lights and Local Flavor
MAY 27-JUNE6  Parks of the Southwest
AUG1 Day Tour - Rockin’ the Heartland
AUG9-16 Discover the Pacific NW & California (2np TriP)
SEP7-14 Almost Heaven West Virginia
SEP 22-27 Black Hills Buffalo Roundup
0CT7-13 Iceland, Land of Fire and Ice (FiLLING FAST)
NOV8 Day Tour - Doug Gabriel Ultimate Variety Show and
Amana Fun
APRIL12 - 26,2027 Exploring South Africa, Victoria Falls, & Botswana

WATERLOO DEPARTURE! RESERVE YOUR SEATS IMMEDIATELY!!

D] Country TOURS e

QUALITY Group Bus Tours
for Convenlent Get-A-Ways!

o,
Vig:lﬁ s?aljgle teIEﬂora

Hugs and Kisses Bouquet
Whether for your significant other or
your sister, aunt, or grandmother, this
delightful floral gift is a sweet way to
say “I love you.” Sweet price, too.
The charming bouquet includes: white
daisy spray chrysanthemums, pink
carnations, red miniature carnations,
red roses accented with fresh greenery.
SKU # T11Z100C Your Price:
$51.99
Call 1-877-650-5705 to place your order
Use Promo Code MDVDI116 to get 20% off Promo code is only valid for phone orders.

Reg. Price:

Product
Ashipping fee of $

ility varies by market and minimum order v
applied to USS. orders; additional fees may

nay apply.
or same-day delivery.

MED'CARE 101 Educational Seminar

EVERY OTHER TUESDAY

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

February 24th CONNECT WITH ME!
March 10th & 24th Michael Licht
Perkin’s \, (319)268-7122

4045 Hammond Ave michael@pipac.com
Waterloo, IA 50701

Perkin’s Party Room For questions please call, (319)277-8541

This seminar is designed to help you learn about
elibility, enrollment, and how to get the most from your
coverage, whichever plan you choose.

There's no obligation, just helpful information.

Come and join us for a time of learning with snacks and
refreshments.

Ceden, Valle
SAVER
Call 232-4500

TO PLACE YOUR AD
TODAY!

Mickey’s

HELP
WANTED

IIEG
$5995

EXPIRES: 2/26/26

oI

36295

EXPIRES: 2/26/26

Install new pads, machine
rotors, special
applications extra, or brake
shoes. Turn drums and labor.
Most cars & light trucks. Shop
supplies fees in the amount
of 8% will be added to all
services.

*20%

EXPIRES: 2/26/26

IFTH STREET
GOODSYEAR
234-6871

(e LH 500 W. 5th St., Waterloo

Just across the street on corner of 5th and Washington.

General Service
Technician

EXPERIENCE PREFERRED.
APPLY IN PERSON

Full Service Lube, 0il & Filter Special

Change oil (up to 5 gts. synthetic blend) « Change oil filter  Lubricate
fittings + Check fluid levels « Check tirepressure, belts and hoses + MOST
CARS - Call for appointment

Shop supplies fees in the amount
of 8% will be added to all services. Add $1.50 Waste Oil Disposal

Winter Service Special

Includes: Full service oil change (up to 5 gts. synthetic blend), check
battery & charging systems, rotate tires, inspect brakes, belts, hoses,
steering and suspension, check
antifreeze protection level. Shop supplies fees in the amount of 8%
will be added to all services. Add $1.50 waste oil disposal.

EXPIRES: 2/26/26

Chair'Caning

Specializing in Reasonable rates
. Free estimates

the restoration

of caning and

rush seating

Serving the Cedar Valley

for over 45 years
“An appointment is appreciated”

Mickey Johnson

319-232-5934 « mlj091554@aol.com

ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH
FOR INSURANCE?
AUTO - HOME - LIFE - BOAT - MOTORCYLE

As an Independent Agent
Leave The Price Shopping To Us!

KVALE INSURANCE
o 833-0428 2 |

Is seeking a dedicated hygienist for
our growing practice!
Competitive salary e Benefits package
Flexible work environment
Please send resume to info@richlandfamilydds.com
or call for more info

608-647-8868

Open Monday-Thursday 8-5 and every other Friday 7-2 PM
1313 West Seminary St., Richland Center, Wl 53581

463730

adno:

Get Your Local Ads
ON THE GO!
Visit cvsaver.com

HOMEIMPROVEMENT

Transform Your Bath!

Choose a New Tub, Shower or

Walk-in Tub.
‘We Install in as little as ONE Day!

Invest in Your Heritage
Invest in Your Environment

When you refinish the furniture in
your home you not only create a
unique personal asset, you also
help save our environment.

Free Estimates
319-277-4000

Over 48 Years Experience

AS SEEN ON/TV.
We feature BG Products
for All Flushes with Chemicals

MOST CARS &
LIGHT TRUCKS.
No other discounts
apply. Shop supplies
fees in the amount of
8% will be added to
all services.

V' Call 319- 486 1680 Today For Details!

Rent Here!

Senior Apartments & Duplexes Available

Starting at $1,000/month

sl

« NoEntrance Fee

. Utilities Included

« Ages 62+

« Pet-Friendly

. Maintenance-Free Living
. 1& 2 Bedroom Units

oF\ e

Frlendshl
Vﬂlage

MyLife Retirement Living

. Add-On Services Available
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PRESIDENTS DA Y4 }

Unlto,50% off incredibly comfortable mattresses ike
Lbeda’s Outlaw Pillow Plush

More than 30 mattress sets to choose from
' now at low prices like these

TO PAY WITH

L

in y _N_OINTEREST

Emmalyn %ﬂowtop Hybrid
MATTRESS FACTORY [|J rwinset

Quality Bedding Since 1946 sﬁgg

T A}’zi “§1p5f”€”"£2§§“" “with All Mattress Sets 699 & Up. ‘23zt 1009

ory credit c. d by Wells Fargo . N.A. Sp (48 months) apply ) s of rmore ch Q“een Set... $1 199

TOM WHEELER
sales account executive
tomw@cvsaver.com

DANIELLE POTKONAK
graphic designer
danielle@cvsaver.com

319.232.4500
WWW.CVSAVER.COM
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1?5 < > EST. 1970 5 TheOtherPlace.com OPEN 11am Da|ly
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iy

Spec/d/ﬂ/ Pizza 8

@TWO PER COUPON. NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. 4 u
EXPIRES 3/15/26

Waterloo, IA

Cedar Falls, IA Cedar Falls, IA Evansdale, 1A
360 E. Ridgeway 209 Main Street 4214 University Ave. 3904 Lafayette
319.287. 319.277.9720 319.268.1 319.232.3536

e e e e e e i i b |

Any size cone  Flamethnowen
Buy 1 Get 1Free 4 (Piece C m@/

Equal or lesser value
Fries, Texas Toast

$6.99

Waterloo’s Only Full Service Braifér Store!

Open Daily 11 A.M. to 8§ P.M.
2719 University Avenue, Waterloo * 233-8603

'.
Fner(lgshc

Vﬂlage

OPEN HOUSES

Fri., Feb. 13" 1-3pm

Vlllage Place
3720 Vlllagegace. Door A

Lakeview Landing
332 Southbrooke Drive

Stop by our Open House to see our fresh new
look at Village Place and Lakeview Landing,
featuring new paint, carpet, décor, and

furnishings from top to bottom!
FOR DETAILS CALL 319-486-1680'

Expires 2/28/26

| HAPPY WOMEN'S DAY!
' VIAR ) eEluTY

S OOFULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE
X-PRESS OIL & LUBE IS
RECOGNIZING WOMEN'’S
ACHIEVEMENTS
WITH A $44.99 FULL SERVICE OIL
CHANGE FOR ALL WOMEN UNTIL

MARCH 8TH, 2026. PLEASE CALL
FOR AN APPOINTMENT

GENERAL REPAIR
PRESS BRAKES  SHOCKS
OIL & LUBE

TRANSMISSIONS
& MORE
357 FLETCHER + WATERLOO WE SELL NEW AND
USED TIRES
232-0854

SILVER SPUR

SADDLESHOP

FULL SERVICE WESTERN STORE

Corner of Hwy 63 & Fletcher
Across from Kwik Star

1506 LaPorte Road

Waterloo - 319-232-5440

1304 W 5th Street

Waterloo - 319-232-5067

103 E Tower Park Drive
Waterloo - 319-233-1867

PERCOUPONS

Buster Bars

Dilly Bars &

1 99 DQ Sandwmhes.

.49

Check us out on Door Dash
Not valid with any other offer. Call Ahead For Orders Larger Than 12. Coupon expires 2-26-26

Thoughtful
Valentine’s gifts

Valentine’s Day brightens
up the bleakness of the short-
est and most wintry month
of the year for the northern
part of the globe. Businesses
and homes are awash in pink
and red each February, with
heart-shaped decorations
and boxes filling up store
aisles. Sending heartfelt sen-
timents is a large part of cele-
brating Valentine’s Day, and
most people cherish the day
for the opportunity to bestow
gifts on the ones they love.

The National Retail Fed-

LOCAL WESTERN STORE MAY BE THE
PLACE TO FIND YOUR FAVORITE FIT IN
MENIS'AND'WOMEN'S BLUE JEANS!

BRING THIS COUPON INTO GET
15% off 1 pair of blue jeans

3574 W. Shaulis Rd., Waterloo

319.988.4539
M-F 10-8 - Sat 9-5 « Sun 12-5
www.silverspurshop.com

eration says more than half
of all consumers typically
plan to celebrate Valentine’s
Day. In 2025, $27.5 billion
was spent on the holiday,
with consumers continuing
to prioritize gifting those
closest to them. The NRF
reports the top gift catego-
ries for Valentine’s Day are
candy, flowers, greeting
cards, an evening out, and
jewelry. Here’s how to make
these gifts more thoughtful
and endearing.

Candy

Gift givers can select can-
dy that is preferable to their
loved one instead of choos-
ing the first box of chocolate
they find at the store. Perhaps
the person you love likes
confections from a boutique
candy shop a few towns over
or has a hankering for candy
from overseas? Mexico, for
example, is known for its
Dulce de Leche, while Halva
is a dense, sweet treat from
the Middle East. Choosing a
special candy really sets the
gift apart.

Flowers

Flowers are special gifts.
Too often, people feel pres-
sured to buy roses on Valen-
tine’s Day, even if this might
not be a special someone’s
preferred flower. Choose, in-
stead, a flower that has par-
ticular meaning to the person
or one that is known to be a
favorite. Aster and Baby’s
Breath are two blooms

known for being symbols of
love, according to The Old
Farmer’s Almanac.

Greeting cards

A handmade card may
express warmer sentiments
than one picked up at the
store, particularly since the
former can be customized
to the recipient. Include per-
sonalized sentiments, inside
jokes or memories of time
spent together. Craft and
hobby stores offer plenty
of supplies for paper craft-
ing, so it’s possible to create
a lovely greeting card with
minimal effort.

A night out

A night out can be tailored
to the interests of the couple
celebrating. Book a dinner
at a restaurant that was the
scene of your first date; oth-
erwise, stay in and watch a
movie you each love.

Jewelry

Jewelry is a very personal
gift. While it may seem like
a great idea to surprise a spe-
cial someone with a bracelet
or earrings, if the style is off
or the color wrong, the piece
may not be worn. Rather, the
surprise can be a trip to the
jewelry store together to pick
out something recipients
wear all the time.

Gifts that fit the interests,
personality and memories
of a couple can be especially
meaningful on Valentine’s
Day.
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Choosing the best foods for backyard birds

Feeding wild birds can
be a popular and rewarding
hobby. Such a hobby fa-
cilitates a connection with
nature and helps to ensure
local wildlife gets the suste-
nance it needs to survive.

According to estimates
from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, around 50
million Americans engage
in bird feeding each year.
When feeding birds, it’s
important to choose quality
foods to ensure health and
survival, particularly during
months when the weather is
harsh. Here are some factors
to consider when setting out
food for birds.

Choose wisely

When selecting bird feed,
homeowners should look for
feed that is high in fat and
protein. Black oil sunflower
seeds (BOSS) are a popular
choice because they offer
high caloric value and are
easily opened by the great-
est variety of species. The
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
reports that BOSS, which
are small, thin-shelled
seeds, attract more than 40
types of North American
birds, making it the most
universally accepted food.

For smaller birds, like
goldfinches and pine sis-
kins, nyjer (thistle) seed is
an ideal choice.

Offer essential fats

It’s key for birds in colder
climates to maintain signifi-
cant fat reserves to achieve
the correct body tempera-
ture. Suet cakes, which are
rendered beef fat mixed
with seeds or fruit, can be
the meal birds need. Suet
provides essential calories
for birds like woodpeckers,
nuthatches and chickadees
when insects are scarce.
Homeowners should choose

commercially produced suet
cakes or raw suet, as home-
made varieties made from
cooking grease might melt
and mat birds’ feathers, af-
fecting their insulation.

Shelled peanuts and
crushed nut meats, which
are the kernel of nuts, can
offer high-energy fats for
titmice and jays.

Avoid certain foods

Although we’ve all seen
people casting bread out to
wild birds, bread products
are particularly discouraged
as bird food. They fill birds’
stomachs without providing
necessary nutrients. Table
scraps containing excessive
salt or sugar also should be
avoided.

Maintain avian hygiene

Bird feeders can concen-
trate flocks, which can be
fun to watch. But it also in-
creases the risk of disease
transmission among birds.
The Audubon Society and
similar conservation groups
emphasize that studies show
poor feeder hygiene can
increase rates of disease

like salmonellosis. Feeders
should be cleaned weekly
with a mild bleach solu-
tion (one part bleach to nine
parts water) and completely
dried before refilling. Hos-
ing off the area to wash
away bird droppings also
can keep feeders and sur-
rounding areas sanitary.
Choosing nutrient-dense,

high-quality seeds and fat
and maintaining a clea
feeding station can ensure
that a backyard remains a
haven for wild birds. Those
with additional question
about what to feed bird
should consult with a wild
bird food retailer.

- PRAIRIE GROVE

METAL & SUPPLY

From the House, Shop or Barn...

We serve our customers with superior building products,
and the most outstanding service experience possible!

Overhead Doors | Building Packages | Lumber
Decking | Shingles | Siding | Milwaukee Tools
Dewalt Tools | Contractor Referrals

Our Mission Statement

We serve our customers with
superior building products, and
the most outstanding service

experience possible!

Our Vision Statement
To become the most respected,
and preferred building supply
center in the Midwest.

319-284-2164

Monday-Friday 6am-5pm; Saturday 6am-Noon

Our Purpose
To build a company that

provides freedom, finances, and
fulfillment for customers,
employees, and families

1527 Fairbank Amish Blvd., Hazleton, IA 50641




ORE CIRCULATION™

FOR LESS MONEY
=AGREAT VALUE

Cedan, Vlle CALLUS TODAY
AVER 319.232.4500
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Neighborhood

HOME O

r-

. ]

Glossmore Sofa or Loveseat i

O% Interest for 36 Months* or Lease-To-Own**

*Minimum purchase of $1,999 for 36 months. Subject to be approved credit by Wells Fargo, N.A. **No Minimum on Lease-to-Own By Progressive Leasing. Progressive Leasing obtains
information from credit bureaus. Not all applicants are approved

Ry

Glossmore
Recliner

{
Allmaxx ¢
Recllner &

B

e D e

- )
Allmaxx Sofa or Loveseat

s °399

g e

Sﬁ%ﬂﬁfg,d Stoneland Sofa or Loveseat

85739

Snowfield
Lift Chair

Lowest Prices on Flexsteel
sku:2810 in Eastern lowa!

was879

sku:3990

was”j,,ai‘? -

Flexsteel Perfect Match

Match? \ '

Recliners starting at our
Guaranteed Lowest Prices!

Twin
Mattresses
Sta rting at

79

Spring Air Chime

$3 99 Twin-$219
Full-$359
King-$499

=

oy DREAMCLIVD

All Sizes of Coppe All Sizes of DreamCloud

14" Chime Elite 2.0

$699 5899

Queen Queen King Mattresses MSEEZ??EZ.SC
WAVERLY WATERLOO WESTUNION  Shop online!
NEI thI‘hOOd 310 352 4888 319.235.9621 563.412.1113 p =

HOME Mon-Sat 10am-6pm NeighborhoodHome.com
Sun 12pm-5pm - i

Prices valid February 3rd - March 2nd

We are committed to saving you big money by having the lowest prices! However, if you find a lower everyday or advertised price on identical item from local competitors we will beat that price!

Neighborhood

HOME

Eastern lowa’s LOWEST PRICES!

Z
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Eastern lowa’s LOWEST PRICES!

f coiam _ Check out all of : FREE
) ki _ our sectional ;[d'imgr DRIVEWAY

styles online!

DELIVERY!

= = o —
J_-'_:__‘_"‘:_"-—""“_'

Hundreds of Sofa
and Loveseat
sets to
choose from!

Shop our wide
selection of stationary
and reclining!

: __ Check out our wide
e - ® selection of recliners

and lift chairs at
great LOW PRICES!

LOWEST PRICE PROMISE!

i Snowfield
Nerviano Femley Lift Chair
Recliner Recliner
47 Peaceful
Pause Lift Chair
® ©6 6 06 0606 06 060606 06 06 06 06 0 06 0 0 0 06 0 0 06 0 0 00 © © 000 0 00 0 0006 06 0000600006000 0600000 00
Shop online for Dining Sets
more tv stand . . |
DWEST PRICE PROMISE styles to fit Starting at:
your room!

Many styles and sizes of dining
room table sets to choose
from! Shop in store or online

i
DESIGN &
"ASHLEY"

YHOME Eastern lowa's LOWEST PRICES!
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\N eighborhood

HOoME Flexsteel Now Available!

Perfect Mat_ch Perfect Match- Perfect Match. Perfect Match-
Classic Sophisticated Refined Plush

o

elllin ]

e |

e s Eleg-alazncéﬂ'--'h.' A Family Time and Relax Time
Discover the Tindenconeen e - Discover the Linden Collection e

HOME Eastern lowa's LOWEST PRICES!
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S 6 "W Adjustable

ases W
Available

24 colors to
choose from!

Belachlme Queen Bed

209

*Headboard, footboard, ralls

. FREE

Set of Clara Clark sheets with |

purchase of Queen or King mattress |
[ *Must bring in coupon. Valid now until February 28th 1

All Nightstands
ON SALEI

Hyanna = Wynnnlow
Nightstand Nightstand

%145 %165

Willowton Landocken
ey Nightstand Nightstand

I *15s B ©215

clr

by SPRING AIR

Wellness While You Sleep!

iy Kills 98% of bacteria

-Anti-inflammatory benefits
Mo oo -Improved circulation
-Temperature regulation. Ideal
_O for hot sleepers
High-Densiy -Odor control | e

*Prices below Minimum Advertised Price!

*50% Off SRP
*20 year warranty

"WINNER

iSIDRId 1SAMO1 semo] uisyseg IINOH
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Put some spring in your cleaning step

Spring is the season of
nature’s rebirth. Trees and
flowers begin to bloom anew
each spring, and young ani-
mals can be seen frolicking
with their parents. During a
time when it seems like the
entire planet gets a refresh,
many homeowners turn their
thoughts to refreshing their
homes as well.

As the days lengthen and
the weather warms, spring
cleaning takes center stage.
Spring cleaning is more ex-
tensive than simply washing
away grime, as cleaning a
home often offers a psycho-
logical reset for the coming

months. A clear strategy
can make the task of spring
cleaning feel less daunting,
and these tips can help cut
down on clutter and other in-
terior annoyances that have
arisen after months spent
indoors.

Declutter before cleaning

The rule of thumb when
starting on spring cleaning
is to combat clutter before
cleaning. Trying to clean
around clutter is inefficient
and may result in throwing
in the towel prematurely. It
is important to remove as
much as possible from each
room before you begin clean-

ing. As homeowners move
through each room, they
can assess whether they’ve
used items in the last year or
whether they serve any func-
tional or aesthetic purposes.
If not, they can be trashed or
donated.

Move top to bottom

It’s important to follow the
rules of science when spring
cleaning. That means that
dust and debris will be af-
fected by gravity. Engaging
in a top-down approach will
help make cleaning more
efficient. Beginning at the
ceiling and working down
towards the floors will help

people avoid having to clean
the same surface twice.

Using a duster or a micro-
fiber cloth, individuals can
clear cobwebs from corners
and dust from crown mold-
ing. Fingerprints will accu-
mulate near light switches
and door handles, so those
areas should be wiped down,
too.

Homeowners can conduct
a thorough cleaning of heat-
ing and cooling output and
intake vents as they likely
have gathered dust over
the winter. A down of floor
moldings can get to any area
near the floor or under furni-

ture that doesn’t get frequent
cleaning.

Do a kitchen reset

Focusing attention on
the kitchen, which tends
to be the busiest room in
the house, is a wise idea for
spring cleaning plans. This
is the time for individuals
to pull everything out of the
refrigerator and pantry and
check for expiration dates.
Wiping down the shelves
means cleaning away any
accumulated food drips or
spills. Additional areas to
consider include behind the
refrigerator, inside the dish-
washer filter and inside the

microwave.

Focus on air quality

It’s key to replace the
HVAC system filters come
springtime, as well as any air
purifiers in the home. This
will help reduce allergens
and ensure that the cooling
system will run efficiently
when it’s time to turn it on.

Spring cleaning takes
place each year. Prioritizing
decluttering and following a
systematic path through the
home helps people eliminate
stress and mess at the same
time.

2.2 MILLION
OR

1 84%

of lowa adults depend
on print or digital
newspapers for timely
information about their
local communities

Print & Digital Newspaper Readers
An Advertiser’s Best Prospects

For more information, contact

*lowa Market Study; Coda Ventures 2022

your local newspaper representative.
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Look,abox!

Call us today and we can help you turn this
box into your custom ad. 319-232-4500

Emmett Donnelly Auctioneering
& Appraisal Service

1. Full service marketing of ag land, farm equipment, estates,
household, firearms, sportsmen.

2. Certified General Real Estate Property Appraiser. Ag Land,
Commercial & Residential.

3. An experienced professional who is willing fo assist you with all
your auction and appraisal needs.

4. Offering live, internet bidding and timed online.

5. If you're considering an auction or need an appraisal - Call foday
for your free personal consultation!

www.donnellyauction.com
514 13th Ave. NE, Independence, IA 50644
319-334-6122 | 319-404-5005

oge
uctioneering

LLC
Monday, February 16th @ 6:00PM
Online Only Bidding
5675 Hwy 13, Coggon, IA 52218

Several 4 & 6-seater golf carts, Mini excavators, Skid steers, SL
attachments, Tree shears, Brush cutters, Sweeps, Safety cones,
Car ports, 2 post car lifts, 40ft container & MORE!
Auctioneer Notes: Everything sold as is with no warranty. Not
responsible for accidents, theft, or weather-related damage.

For photos, details & link to bid go to

hogeauctioneering.com

oge
uctioneering
LLC .

Farm Equipment Online Only Auction

Short Auction w/some really nice smaller equipment
Lots start closing Monday, February 23rd @ 7:00PM
Load out Wednesday, February 25th 1:00PM-5:00PM

Telehander available for loading
Viewing Date: Thursday, February 19th 3:00PM-5:00PM
Location: 5939 27th Ave, Vinton, 1A 52349
Owner: Dennis E Duello Trust
John Deere 6430 loader tractor,3 K hrs, MFWD, LH reverser, JD 673 Idr, 24 spd; 20
Kawasaki Mule, PRO - FXR, 4x4, 5200 miles; 1000 gal water wagon w/pump &
chem inductor; 500-gal sprayer w/foam, PTO pump, 45ft; 500-gal fuel barrel on
trailer, 12V; 8X18 & 8X20 hay rack on JD gear; 8X12 bush Hog/Stan Hoist barge box;
1D F145H 5-16 plow; IH 37 disk, 10ft; Danhuser 3pt post auger w/16 & 8" bit

More details_ & photo_s found at
hogeauctioneering.com
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FAQ about taxes as the
filing deadline nears

Some people look forward
to filing their tax returns,
while others recoil at the
thought of paying what they
owe. Regardless of which
camp taxpayers are in, come
April most people have a
question or two related to
their returns.

As the deadline to file tax
returns draws closer, tax-
payers hoping to make the
process as smooth as pos-
sible can consider these fre-
quently asked questions and
answers, courtesy of the In-
ternal Revenue Service.

When is deadline day?

Though taxpayers peri-
odically get an extra day
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or two to file their returns
when April 15 coincides
with a holiday or lands on
a weekend, there’s no such
reprieve in 2025. This year
all taxpayers who are not re-
questing an extension must
file their income tax returns
by April 15, 2025.

What if my address has
changed?

The IRS urges all taxpay-
ers to use their new address
when filing their returns.
Additional ways taxpayers
can update their address
with the IRS is through the
filing of Form 8822, Change
of Address or Form 8822-B,
Change of Address or Re-

 SELLING:

Collections
Estates
Antiques

® Decorative Art

Jon Crisman
Auctioneer
Ph. 319-883-5712

sponsible Party-Business.
Written statements or oral
notifications are additional
ways to notify the IRS of an
address change, and these
methods must include per-
sonal information, including
the old and new address as
well as the taxpayer’s Social
Security number, Individ-
ual Taxpayer Identification
Number (ITIN) or Employ-
er Identification Number
(EIN).

Is there an age limit on
claiming my child as a de-
pendent?

A child must meet either
the qualifying child test or
the qualifying relative test
in order to be claimed as
a dependent. To meet the
qualifying child test, your
child must be younger than
you or your spouse if filing
jointly and either younger
than 19-years-old or be a
“student” younger than
24-years-old as of the end of
the calendar year.

There is no age limit to
claim a child as a dependent
if a child is “permanently
and totally disabled” or
meets the qualifying rela-
tive test.

In addition to meeting the
qualifying child or quali-
fying relative test, you can
claim that person as a de-
pendent only if these three
tests are met:

1. Dependent taxpayer test

2. Citizen or resident test,
and

3. Joint return test

Taxpayers who remain un-
certain about their eligibil-
ity to claim a child as a de-
pendent are urged to contact
the IRS or a tax preparation
professional for clarification
before filing their returns.

What should I do if my
W-2is incorrect?

Employers must provide
employees with a W-2 by
January 31. If the W-2 is
incorrect and has not been
fixed by the end of Febru-
ary, taxpayers can contact
the IRS and request to initi-
ate a Form W-2 complaint.
When such a request is
initiated, the IRS sends a
letter to the employer and
requests that they furnish
a corrected W-2 within 10
days. The IRS also sends a
letter to the taxpayer with
instructions and Form 4852,
which can be used to file a
return if a corrected W-2 is
not provided before the fil-
ing deadline.

How can I file for an ex-
tension?

There are three ways to
request an automatic exten-
sion of time to file an in-
come tax return.

1. You can pay all or part
of your estimated income
tax due and indicate that the
payment is for an extension
using your bank account; a
digital wallet such as Click
to Pay, PayPal, and Venmo;
cash; or a credit or debit
card.

2. You can file Form 4868
electronically by accessing
IRS e-file using your tax
software or by using a tax
professional who uses e-file.

3. You can file a paper
Form 4868 and enclose pay-
ment of your estimate of tax
due (optional).

Tax day arrives on April
15. Taxpayers who have lin-
gering questions about their
returns are urged to contact
the IRS via irs.gov or work
with a certified tax profes-
sional.
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credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 1-855 977-7030
today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at  1-888-429-2331
today! (men)

CABLE/INTERNET

AND APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can't fix it,
we'll replace it! Pick the plan that
fits your budget! Call: 1-833-816-
2128. (men)

WATER &

FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION.  Our  trusted
professionals will restore your
home to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1480. Mold Remediation
services are also available! (mcn)

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET.
If you are overpaying for your
service, call now for a free quote
and see how much you can save!
1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment.
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first three

apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-
1409. (mcn)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary
by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)
Call 1-855-414-0768 (mcn)

business or item with a classified
ad in the Midwest Free Community

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR
DREAMS in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments and No Interest
for 18 months for customers who
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality materials
& professional installation. Senior
& Military Discounts Available. Call
Today! 1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health workers
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING out gutters.

FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire
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Six tips to calm interview nerves

Interviews are a key part
of the hiring process. Ac-
cording to Zippia, the aver-
age corporate job opening
receives 250 resumes, with
only four to six candidates
typically selected for inter-
views.

Vi
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Driver will deliver feed out of Jesup

MI(

é Delivery Driver

This is a full-time position with benefits:
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401k, Roth, and Paid Time Off

Apply online or call Chad at 319-327-6262

With such competition,
landing an interview is a
chance to shine. Nerves, fu-
eled by the body’s “fight or
flight” response, can make
even well-prepared candi-
dates stumble. The follow-
ing tips can help anyone stay

LOOKING FOR A FULL-TIME CAREER?

o

HIRING

- Earn Mega Paychecks!

- Full Time Positions

- 1st & 3rd Shifts available
- Casual Dress Code

- Four-Day Work Week

Must Be 18+ To Apply

STARTING AT

$18.00

PER HOUR

Apply online or in person
www.bertch.com/about/careers/
4747 CRESTWOOD DRIVE, WATERLOO, IOWA

BlRerich

calm and confident.

1. Laugh out loud
Humor can ease nervous

energy. Watch a funny mov-
ie or listen to stand-up com-
edy to lighten your mood
before the interview.

2. Leave plenty of travel
time

Anxiety spikes when
you’re running late. Arrive
early for in-person inter-
views to avoid rushing. For

virtual interviews, check
links and software before-
hand.

3. Be prepared

Practice common and
job-specific questions with
a friend or family member.
Preparation builds confi-
dence and reduces anxiety.

4. Clear your mind

Use relaxation techniques
that work for you, such
as walking, deep breath-

Great part-time

Many adults nearing re-
tirement look forward to
leaving the daily grind be-
hind for more time to travel,
pursue hobbies or relax.

But full freedom isn’t al-
ways ideal. Rising costs and
inflation can make a com-
fortable retirement more
expensive than expected.
Others miss the social inter-
actions and mental stimu-
lation work provides. For
those who want to stay ac-
tive without returning full-

MIDTOWA
COOPERATIVE

GOOD LAND. GOOD PEOPLE. GOOD ADVICE.

**IS NOW HIRING**

time, part-time jobs can be a
great solution.

Retail sales associate

Retail jobs offer varied
responsibilities, including
greeting customers, mak-
ing sales, stocking inven-
tory and assisting shoppers.
Strong customer service
skills are key, and many
stores offer flexible hours.

Consultant

Retirees who want to le-
verage their expertise with-
out a full-time commitment
can work as consultants.

ing, meditation or exercise.
Schedule these on interview
day to stay centered.

5. Change your percep-
tion

Treat interviews as a con-
versation, not an interroga-
tion. Remember, the compa-
ny also needs to sell itself to
you. This mindset can make
the process feel less intimi-
dating.

Many earn more per hour
than they did in full-time
roles.

Customer service repre-
sentative

These positions involve
helping customers solve
problems and ensuring sat-
isfaction. Work may be in an
office, store, or from home.

School positions

Seniors can work as
school bus drivers, lunch
aides, crossing guards, sub-
stitute teachers or parapro-
fessionals. Hours are often

6. Make small talk

Chat with receptionists or
other employees while wait-
ing. Small interactions can
redirect focus from internal
worries to your surround-
ings.

Job interviews can trigger
nerves, but employing these
strategies can help candi-
dates remain composed and
present their best selves.

jobs for retirees

limited, with holidays and
summers off.

Receptionist

Receptionists welcome
visitors, answer phones and
handle light clerical work.
Opportunities exist in of-
fices, hospitals or nursing
facilities, with options for
nights and weekends.

Retirees interested in
part-time work have a wide
range of options to stay ac-
tive, earn extra income and
maintain social connec-
tions.

Jesup Grain Operations

L]

L]

L4

L4

+*

Handle day to day grain functions

Loading and unloading grain

Monitor grain quality

Grain facility maintenance and housekeeping

Good customer service skills

Benefits:

+ Medical, Dental and Vision Insurance
+ Vacation & Paid Holidays

+ 401k

Apply online www.midiowacoop.com or call Rick at 641-485-4710
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Couples have been com-
memorating their love for
one another in February for
quite some time. Couples
may go about such celebrat-
ing in their own unique
ways, but it’s not uncommon
to focus on a night out on the
town.

Valentine’s Day is a busy
holiday for many business-
es, but especially so at res-
taurants and other romantic
venues. So it’s best to plan
ahead to ensure a perfect
evening. These tips can help
you organize a Valentine’s
experience to remember.

Tip #1: Reserve early

The closer to Valentine’s
Day, the more likely popu-
lar restaurants will be all
booked up. If the goal is to
dine at a particularly trendy
spot — or anywhere but the
most obscure establishment
— be sure to make a reser-
vation well in advance. Start
planning the Valentine’s
Day dinner in December so
you won’t have to look far
and wide to book a reserva-
tion. If a restaurant does not
take reservations that far
out, ask when they will start
collecting names for Valen-
tine’s Day and book the mo-
ment you can.

Tip #2: Secure transpor-
tation

One way to make the night

Plan a special Valentine’s Day

more romantic is to snuggle
in the back seat of a vehicle
and have someone else do
the driving. This also is a
safer option if you plan to
pop a bottle of bubbly or sip
some wine while celebrat-
ing. Hiring a limousine, lux-
ury car, horse-drawn car-
riage, or something similar
also will require advanced
reservations. However, go-
ing the extra mile can make
the night memorable.

Tip #3: Emulate a scene
from a favorite film

The person you love may
adore a romantic movie,
whether it’s a classic or more
recent tear-jerker. When
planning a romantic evening
out, consider reenacting a
movie scene with you and
your special someone in the
starring roles. For example,
recall when Tom Hanks met
Meg Ryan at the top of the
Empire State Building in
“Sleepless in Seattle.” In-
clude a visit to the observa-
tion deck or roof as part of
a whirlwind Valentine’s Day
experience.

Tip #4: Attend a live mu-
sic performance

Music can touch the heart
and soul. That makes an
evening watching a band
play or enjoying a musi-
cal on the stage even more
memorable if it occurs on

Valentine’s Day. Select an
intimate venue to add to the
romantic ambiance of the
night.

Tip #5: Think outside
tradition

While dinner and a movie
are Valentine’s Day favor-
ites, any activity done to-
gether can be memorable
and romantic. Why not book
a couple’s cooking class? Or

enjoy a winter sport like ski-
ing or ice skating? Or warm
up after window shopping
on Main Street by sipping
hot cocoa and snuggling on
the sofa under a blanket at a

nearby B&B?

Romantic nights out on
Valentine’s Day can be
made even more special
with some forethought and
planning.
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Avuto & Truck Repair
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1525 W Ridgeway
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